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THE SPY WHO CAME IN FROM THE SCOUTS 


In some sensational news reporting this week a low ranking US diplomat called Ryan Fogle has alleged 


equivalent of the KGB). 


According to the FSB, Fogle’s espionage equipment represented a formidable arsenal of state of the art 
the FSB seized wigs, sunglasses (even though it was late at night at the time of his apprehension) and ot 
from a CIA instruction manual on how to recruit and turn Russian state officials and how to use Gmail « 
taken from Mr Fogle. But even more significantly, ignoring Mr Fogle’s antiquated mobile phone, the F¢ 


gadgets: a map, a torch, a compass and two knives. 


As this incident has all the makings of a Broadway farce it is difficult to tell what the truth was. Was it I 
behind all this intrigue? Surely the counter-terrorism agent he was trying to recruit knew how to use a G 
then use Mr Fogle to find out what the CIA considered that crucial to pay US$1 million for? The FSB c 
Why miss this golden opportunity to create double or even triple agents paid for by the USA? Why was 
The answer is probably that if it all looks illogical then it’s political! 


We set about trying to find the truth. First we tried to ensnare commentators in The Times (for subscribe 


wig given that it was not that sensible a disguise as few male Russians have natural blond hair anyway. 


We commented “As noted in other reports Mr Fogle was allegedly wearing or in possession of a blond \ 
unpublished spy novel? We at https://twitter.com/burlingtonfiles are also interested in whether or not Bi 
the FSB and whether or not the CIA intentionally hires people with amnesia so that they do well under i 


their instruction manual!” Our comments drew no one in from the cold. 
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We also observed in The Times video that Mr Fogle’s ID starts with “O05”. We asked what does it stand 


answer but it is obviously top secret. 


The instructions on how to use the Gmail account seemed peculiar to us — perhaps they were standard C 
the instructions read “Once a Gmail account is created, the recruit should write a letter to unbacggdA@: 


an email and still await a reply — next week of course. 


Why use a Gmail account like that anyway? Surely the CIA and FSB know that it’s much more secret tc 
any messages and just leave a draft for your contact to see, remember and delete and then leave another 
way, this is not a breach of The Official Secrets Act — we are just quoting what ten year old kids do now 


sitting their exams. 


Our final comments on this embarrassing and humiliating saga are along the following lines some of wl 


Let us not forget we are relying on the FSB’s account. It may be marginally inaccurate. That may be ae 


matters with a press release on http://www.scouting.org/ or maybe subtle leaks of data may pop out on * 


incident go down in history as “Wig Gate” or “Fogle’s Folly”? 


We believe it was all a cunning CIA plot that backfired because the FSB unexpectedly reported the trutt 
look amateur. The trouble is they are not amateur, well surely not that amateur? Maybe it was an FSB se 
scapegoat Mr Fogle is safe and no one was “turned” and slung in a Russian prison. Like many others be 


publicly humiliated for political reasons. 


With the benefit of hindsight it could just as easily have been the US diplomat expelled from Moscow o 


others still in Russia unwittingly already on Vladimir Putin’s, Sergei Lavrov’s or Yuri Ushakov’s lists. 


The next real issue for those engaged in the real world of surveillance, duplicity and espionage is when 


gift shop for spying on some toy soldiers? 


This article was first published on 15th May 2013. We are pleased to report that by 21st May Mr Fogle - 
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